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DEPOSITED BY THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


NOMINATION OF JOHN J. GILHOOLEY TO BE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF LABOR 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 16, 1957 


Unrrep Srates SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND PusBLic WELFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met at 10:05 a. m., in the Old Supreme Court 
Chamber, United States Capitol, Senator Lister Hill (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Hill, Murray, and Ives. 

The CHatrMAN. The committee will please come to order. 

Mr. George Ives, will you please present Mr. Gilhooley to the 
committee? 

Mr. Georce Ives (administrative assistant to Senator Ives). Yes, 
Mr. Chairman. 

I could say, sir, that Mr. Gilhooley and I went to law school together 
and I regard him very highly, and I know of his work with the Secretar 
of Labor. Iam sure that he will do an excellent job if he is confirmed. 

The CuarrMaANn. Thank vou, sir. That was at Cornell Law School? 

Mr. Ives. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMAN. Columbia was my old law school, sir, and of 
course I feel it was the best school; but Cornell is a very good school. 

Mr. Gilhooley, we are very happy to have you here this morning, 
sir. I have here a summation of your work and of your past expe- 
rience. 

I see that you were born in the city of the Brooklyn Dodgers; is 
that right? 

Mr. GiLHoo.ey. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrrRMAN. You are a pretty good swatter yourself; are you 
not? 

Mr. GitHootey. Well, I never played baseball. 

The CHarRMAN. You were too busy getting ready for this job as 
Assistant Secretary? 

Mr. GrtHooLey. That is true, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. We will put this biographical sketch in the record. 

(The biographical sketch referred to follows:) 


STATEMENT OF JOHN J. GrLHOOLEY, NOMINATED TO THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF LABOR 


Born in Brooklyn, N. Y., on October 9, 1921. I attended parochial primary 
and high schools in Brooklyn, and in 1942 was graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
from St. John’s University. From November 1942 through July 1946 I served in 
the United States Navy, having been commissioned an ensign in October 1942 and 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant, senior grade in May 1945. From April 1943 
until December 1945, I served aboard the battleship Texas and participated in the 
naval actions at Normandy, Cherbourg, Southern France, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 


1 
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I subsequently served as head of the Communication Department at the naval 
supply base, Bayonne, N. J., and as communication adviser to the Commandant 
of the Third Naval District until my release to the Naval Reserve in July 1946. 

From 1946 through 1949 I attended the Cornell Law School and was graduated 
in June 1949 with an bachelor of law degree. From 1949 through Oetober 1953 I 
was engaged in the general practice of law with the firm of Lowenstein, Pitcher, 
Amann & Parr of New York City. 


In October 1953 I was appointed executive assistant to the Secretary of Labor 
and in February 1955 as his special assistant. In these capacities, I worked closely 
with the Secretary and Under Secretary in helping to insure that their policy 
decisions relating to programs and. administration were effectively carried out. 
I also acted as the Secretary’s personal liaison with other executive departments 
and with the White House as his chief staff coordinator on Cabinet matters. | 
served for 3 years as alternate for the Secretary of Labor on the President’s Com- 
mittee on Government Contracts and, in June of this year, I served as an adviser 
to the United States delegation to the 40th session of the International Labor 
Organization held in Geneva. 

I am married to the former Josephine Anne Bergin and have four sons. | 
presently reside with my family in Garrett Park, Md. 

The CuarrMan. I notice that you had a fine record of service in the 
United States Navy during the war. You served on the battleship 
Texas, and you participated in the naval actions at Normandy, 
Cherbourg, Southern France, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 

Mr. GILHooLey. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. And you subsequently served as the head of the 
Communication Department at the naval supply base at Bayonne, 
N. J., and as communication adviser to the Commandant of the Third 
Naval District, until you were released in July of 1946. 

Then you attended law school, and until October 1953 you were 
engaged im the general practice of law in New York City. 

In October of 1953 you were “ppointed executive assistant to the 
Secretary of Labor; and in February 1955 you became his special as- 
sistant. 

Mr. GitHooLey. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You also acted as the Secretary’s personal liaison 
with other executive departments, and with the White House as his 
chief staff coordinator on Cabinet matters. You served for 3 years as 
alternate for the Secretary of Labor on the President’s Committee on 
Government Contracts, and in June of this year you served as an 
adviser to the United States delegation to the 40th session of the 
International Labor Organization held in Geneva. 

You are married, and you have four sons. 

Now, we would be glad to have you make any statement that you 
see fit, anything that you would like to add to this biogr: aphical sketch, 
or anything particularly you would like to say about your experience 
or your past work that particularly fits you for this position as Assist- 
ant Secretary. 

Mr. GitHootey. I have nothing to advance, Senator. I would be 
glad to answer any questions the Senators might have. 

The Cuarrman. What will be your particular work, which par- 
ticular Assistant Secretary will you be, and what will be your func- 
tions and duties that. you will have? 

Mr. Gitnooiey. Well, my predecessor, Senator, was the Assistant 
Secretary in Charge of Standards and Statistics, and in that capacity 
dealt with the administrators of Labor Standards, the Wage and Hour 
Division, the Bureau of Employees Compensation, and so forth. 
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However, the Secretary is thinking through a managerial realine- 

ment of the functions of the staff, and I am not entirely certain ulti- 
mately what my responsibilities will be. 

The CuarrMan. I take it, though, that in the service you have 
had in the Department, you have had a pretty good insight, certainly 
a general insight into all of the different functions and work; is that 
not right? 

Mr. Giinootey. I have a reasonable familiarity with all of the 
bureaus of the Department. 

The CuarrMAN. Do you have any questions, Senator Ives? 

Senator Ives. In connection with this nomination, | want to say 
this, Mr. Chairman, that I think that this comes more nearly to being 
a career nomination than anything we have had so far in this 
administration. 

Secretary Mitchell called me on the telephone, out of a very im- 
portant meeting, to tell me that he wanted to advance Mr. Gilhooley 
to this position, and he wanted to know if it had my approval. I 
said, ‘I will take your word that he is capable for the position,” and 
he said, “He certainly is; and we need him badly.” 

Those are the Secretary’s own words. 

The CHarrMan. Good. 

Senator Murray, any questions? 

Senator Murray. No. I am very satisfied with his qualifications, 
and think he should be confirmed. 

The CuatrMan. Mr. Gilhooley, unless you have something else, 
we want to thank you, and we appreciate very much your attendance 
this morning. 

Mr. Girtuootey. Thank you, Senator. 


The Cuarrman. One last thing: We commend you, sir, for your 
youth. Iamayoungman’s man, yousee. Weare certainly delighted 
to have had you here. 

(Whereupon, at 10:10 a. m., the hearing on the nomination was 
concluded.) 
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